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Using this guide

Read the corresponding chapter, then work through the themes, arguments, and Scripture references.

Write your responses before discussing the questions with others. Use the application pages to identify a
practical next step.

The study material is retained from the existing lecture study guides. Added writing prompts provide
space for your own response.

Print at Actual Size / 100% on US Letter paper. Single-sided and double-sided printing are both
suitable. Lessons begin on the next available page; no blank pages are inserted.

Reading assignments refer to the September 30, 2026 edition of the companion book. Online lecture
links and QR codes are collected at the end.
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LESSON 1

Is The Confederate Flag a Symbol of Hate?
Part One

November 13, 2002

Read Chapter 1 in the companion book, pages 5-19.

Major Themes

Biblical Theology of Hate

There is a righteous, biblical hatred that is commanded and commended by God, distinct from
sinful, humanistic hatred.

Lecture support: Weaver cites Ecclesiastes 3:8, Jeremiah 44:4, Proverbs 6:16-19, Psalm 5:5, Psalm
10:3, Zechariah 8:17, Proverbs 22:14, Malachi 1:2-3, Romans 9:13, Psalm 97:10, Amos 5:15, and David's
example in Psalms.

Northern Hatred of the Union

Historical evidence shows that Northern abolitionists and Republicans hated the Union and
sought its dissolution, contrary to the myth that the South hated the Union.

Lecture support: Quotes from Wendell Phillips, William Lloyd Garrison, Stephen Douglas, Charles
Sumner, Frederick Douglass, and others are presented to demonstrate Northern disunionist sentiment.

Southern Desire to Preserve the Constitution

Southern leaders like Alexander Stephens and Robert E. Lee expressed a desire to preserve the
Union and the principles of the Constitution, not to destroy them.

Lecture support: Stephens said secession was to 'perpetuate the principles upon which it was
founded' and Lee said 'all the South ever desired was that the union as established by our forefathers
should be preserved.'

The Confederate Flag as a Symbol of Righteous Hatred

If the Confederate flag symbolizes hatred, it is a biblical hatred against tyranny and the
destruction of constitutional liberty.

Lecture support: Weaver states, 'If the Confederate flag is a symbol of hatred, it is only a hatred
against those who would dissolve the Union, overthrow the Constitution, and destroy our rights.'
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Key Arguments

All hatred is not wrong; God hates.

If all hatred is wrong, then God is wrong because Scripture repeatedly says God hates sin and
sinners.

Lecture support: Weaver says, 'if someone says then that all hate is wrong, then God is wrong for
saying that there is a time to hate' and cites multiple verses.

David's perfect hatred was righteous.

David's hatred of God's enemies was 'perfect' and not sinful, as evidenced by his immediate
prayer for God to search his heart.

Lecture support: Psalm 139:21-24 shows David hating with 'perfect hatred' and then asking God to
search him for any wicked way.

Love for God requires hatred of evil.

Biblical love and hate are two sides of the same coin; you cannot love God without hating what
opposes Him.

Lecture support: Weaver explains, 'it is impossible to love God unless you hate at the same time
everything that is opposed to God.'

The North, not the South, hated the Union.

Numerous Northern leaders openly expressed hatred for the Union and a desire for its
dissolution.

Lecture support: Quotes from Wendell Phillips, William Lloyd Garrison, Charles Sumner, and others
explicitly state hatred for the Union and Constitution.

The South sought to preserve the Union and Constitution.

Southern leaders like Stephens and Lee stated their goal was to preserve the principles of the
Constitution, not destroy the Union.

Lecture support: Stephens: 'The object in quitting the Union was not to destroy, but to save the
principles of the Constitution.'

The Confederate flag symbolizes biblical hatred against tyranny.

If the flag is a symbol of hate, it is a righteous hatred against those who would destroy
constitutional government and liberty.

Lecture support: Weaver concludes, 'If the Confederate flag is a symbol of hatred, it can only be a
symbol of hatred against those who destroy our Constitution and our liberty and our freedom.'

Is The Confederate Flag a Symbol of Hate? | Study Guide
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Scripture References

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

Read to introduce the concept that there is a time to love and a time to hate.

Jeremiah 44:4

Cited to show God hates sin: 'Oh, do not that abominable thing which I hate.'

Proverbs 6:16-19

Lists seven things the Lord hates, demonstrating God's hatred.

Psalm 5:4-6

Shows God hates all workers of iniquity and abhors the bloody and deceitful man.

Psalm 10:3

States the Lord abhors (hates) the covetous.

Zechariah 8:17

God says He hates false oaths and imagining evil against a neighbor.

Proverbs 22:14

Mentions those who are hated of the Lord.

Malachi 1:2-3

God says, 'I loved Jacob, and I hated Esau.'

Romans 9:13

Repeats Malachi: 'Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.'

Psalm 26:5

David says, 'I have hated the congregation of evildoers.'

Psalm 31:6

David says, 'I have hated them that regard lying vanities.'

Psalm 101:3

David says, 'I hate the work of them that turn aside.'

Lesson 1 | Part One
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Psalm 139:21-24

David expresses perfect hatred for God's enemies and then asks God to search his heart.

Psalm 97:10

Commands, 'Ye that love the Lord hate evil.'

Amos 5:15

Commands to 'Hate the evil and love the good.'

Matthew 12:30

Jesus says, 'He that is not with me is against me,' implying necessary opposition.

Study notes

Is The Confederate Flag a Symbol of Hate? | Study Guide
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Discussion Questions

1. How does the biblical concept of a 'time to hate' challenge modern cultural assumptions
about hate?

Consider: Weaver argues that Scripture commands hatred of evil, which conflicts with contemporary
tolerance.

2. In what ways can love for God and hatred of evil coexist in a Christian's life?

Consider: Weaver states that love and hate are two sides of the same coin for believers.

3. How should Christians evaluate historical symbols like the Confederate flag in light of
biblical principles?

Consider: The sermon applies the theology of hate to the specific symbol of the Confederate flag.

Lesson 1 | Part One
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4. What does the historical evidence presented suggest about the true motives of the North and
South during the Civil War?

Consider: Weaver provides numerous quotes to argue the North hated the Union and the South sought
to preserve it.

5. How does the loss of 'states' rights' after the Civil War affect our understanding of American
government today?

Consider: Weaver mentions that states' rights died at Appomattox and that the U.S. became an
empire.

Is The Confederate Flag a Symbol of Hate? | Study Guide
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Applications

Develop a biblical understanding of hate

Believers must learn to hate what God hates - sin, evil, and opposition to His kingdom - as an
expression of love for God.

Lecture support: Weaver commands, 'Ye that love the Lord hate evil' (Psalm 97:10) and explains that
love and hate are inseparable.

Evaluate historical narratives critically

Christians should not accept revisionist history but examine primary sources to discern truth
about the Civil War and its symbols.

Lecture support: Weaver presents numerous historical quotes to counter the myth that the South
hated the Union.

Defend constitutional principles

The sermon implies that believers should uphold the original constitutional framework and
resist tyranny that destroys liberty.

Lecture support: Weaver praises the South's desire to 'perpetuate the principles upon which it was
founded' and condemns the North's destruction of the Constitution.

Study notes

Lesson 1 | Part One
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Personal Application and Notes

Which application will you work on, and what specific step will you take?

What Scripture or teaching will you return to as you put this into practice?

Additional notes or questions to discuss

Is The Confederate Flag a Symbol of Hate? | Study Guide
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LESSON 2

Is The Confederate Flag a Symbol of Hate?
Part Two

November 13, 2002

Read Chapter 2 in the companion book, pages 21-36.

Major Themes

Northern Aggression and Hatred

The North, not the South, was the source of sectional animosity and violent rhetoric, calling for
the extermination of Southerners.

Lecture support: Quotes from Wendell Phillips, Senator Jim Lane, and General Sherman advocating
killing Southerners.

Moral Superiority of Southern Leadership

Robert E. Lee exemplified Christian forgiveness and gentlemanly conduct, in stark contrast to
Northern leaders' bloodthirstiness.

Lecture support: Lee's statements about praying for the North and welcoming General Grant.

Northern Hypocrisy on Race

The North professed to fight for black freedom but enacted racist laws and treated free blacks
worse than slaves.

Lecture support: State laws barring black immigration and voting, and quotes from Northern
politicians expressing dislike for blacks.

Union Army Atrocities Against Blacks

Northern soldiers forcibly conscripted blacks, used them as human shields, and committed
widespread rape and murder.

Lecture support: Official records of forced enlistment, gang rape, and murder of black women and
children.

The Confederate Flag as a Symbol of Righteous Resistance

The flag represents hatred only of those who would destroy the Constitution and Southern
culture, which is a biblical hatred of evil.

Lecture support: Weaver's concluding argument that the flag symbolizes opposition to tyranny, not
racial hatred.
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Key Arguments

Sectional hatred was Northern in origin

Weaver argues that animosity existed before the war and was perpetuated by Northern leaders
who called for Southern extermination.

Lecture support: Quotes from Phillips, Lane, and others; historical context of English regional
differences.

The North waged total war on civilians

Sherman and other generals explicitly targeted Southern civilians, with approval from the
highest levels of government.

Lecture support: Sherman's letters to Stanton and Sheridan advocating killing men, women, and
children.

Robert E. Lee's character refutes the hate narrative

Lee's Christian forbearance and refusal to seek vengeance demonstrate that the South did not
harbor the hatred attributed to its flag.

Lecture support: Lee's quotes about praying for enemies and welcoming Grant.

The North was more racist than the South

Northern states had laws excluding blacks, and contemporary observers noted worse
conditions for free blacks in the North.

Lecture support: State constitutions, de Tocqueville's observations, and British correspondents.

Black Union soldiers were forced to fight

Official records show blacks were conscripted, hunted down, and used as cannon fodder,
contradicting the narrative of voluntary liberation.

Lecture support: Orders from General Hunter, letters from Logan and Saxton, and soldier
testimonies.

The Stars and Stripes is the true symbol of hate

Weaver concludes that the Union flag represents the forces that sought to destroy the South
and now promote a New World Order.

Lecture support: Closing remarks linking historical Union actions to contemporary federal
overreach.

Is The Confederate Flag a Symbol of Hate? | Study Guide
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Scripture References

Psalm 97:10

Weaver cites 'Ye that love the Lord hate evil' to justify hatred of those who destroy the country
and Constitution.

Ephesians 6:13

Weaver alludes to 'and having done all, stand' in his closing prayer, urging steadfastness for
truth.

Study notes

Lesson 2 | Part Two
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Discussion Questions

1. How does the sectional animosity described by Weaver challenge common narratives about
the Civil War?

Consider: Weaver argues that hatred originated in the North and was rooted in pre-colonial
differences.

2. What do the quotes from Northern leaders reveal about the war's aims beyond preserving
the Union?

Consider: Phillips, Lane, and Sherman called for social revolution and extermination.

3. In what ways does Robert E. Lee's character serve as a counterpoint to the 'symbol of hate'
accusation?

Consider: Lee's forgiveness and refusal to seek vengeance are contrasted with Northern rhetoric.

Is The Confederate Flag a Symbol of Hate? | Study Guide
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4. How does the evidence of Northern racial laws and attitudes affect the claim that the war
was fought to free slaves?

Consider: Northern states barred black immigration and voting, and observers noted worse conditions
for free blacks.

5. What are the implications of the forced conscription and abuse of blacks by the Union Army?

Consider: Official records show blacks were hunted, forced to fight, and subjected to atrocities.

6. Is it valid to label a flag as a symbol of hate based on historical context, and how should
Christians evaluate such symbols?

Consider: Weaver concludes the Confederate flag represents righteous hatred of evil, while the Stars
and Stripes symbolizes wickedness.

Lesson 2 | Part Two
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Applications

Discernment in Historical Narratives

Believers should examine historical facts rather than accept popular narratives, especially
regarding the Civil War and its symbols.

Lecture support: Weaver's extensive use of primary sources to counter the 'symbol of hate' claim.

Righteous Hatred of Evil

Christians are called to hate evil, including tyranny that destroys constitutional republics and
godly culture.

Lecture support: Weaver's citation of Psalm 97:10 and application to the Confederate flag.

Standing for Truth

Believers must stand for truth regardless of opposition, as exhorted in Ephesians 6:13.

Lecture support: Weaver's closing prayer urging steadfastness.

Study notes

Is The Confederate Flag a Symbol of Hate? | Study Guide
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Personal Application and Notes

Which application will you work on, and what specific step will you take?

What Scripture or teaching will you return to as you put this into practice?

Additional notes or questions to discuss

Lesson 2 | Part Two
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Online Lecture Resources

Scan a code or select the lecture link in the PDF. The original lecture identifiers and
destinations are preserved.

Lesson 1: Is The Confederate Flag a Symbol of Hate? - Part One

Lecture JW01062

Open the formatted lecture online

https://weaverbiblecollege.com/transcript.php?library=weaverbiblecollege&lecture=JW01062&tran
script=ai&pc_view=formatted

Lesson 2: Is The Confederate Flag a Symbol of Hate? - Part Two

Lecture JW01061

Open the formatted lecture online

https://weaverbiblecollege.com/transcript.php?library=weaverbiblecollege&lecture=JW01061&tran
script=ai&pc_view=formatted

Source information

Study material: existing Major Themes, Key Arguments, Scripture References, Discussion Questions,
and Applications from the corresponding Weaver Bible College lecture records. Original lecture titles
and provenance are retained in those source records.

Layout upgraded September 30, 2026. Original manuscripts, study-guide data, and previous PDFs have
not been changed.
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